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What are ticks?
Ticks are blood sucking external parasites that infest our pets while outdoors. They can be found in any
outdoor locations from rural to residential. Ticks are more prevalent during the spring and the fall. Once on your
pet, a tick forms an attachment or cement to the animal and takes a blood meal from your pet. The feeding
process can take up to 72 hours for a complete blood meal. Ticks have a complicated life cycle in which the
adult, larva and nymph all need blood meals, making tick size variable.
How can ticks harm my pet?
The tick is considered a vector, meaning that the tick itself does not cause the disease but carries the
bacterium that causes disease. There are different types of ticks that transmit diseases including Lyme,
Anaplasmosis, Ehrlichiosis and Babesiosis. Your pet may have well defined clinical signs including fever,
lameness, pale gums, swollen joints or kidney disease or they may have vague signs including lethargy, not
acting themselves, decreased appetite, or sometimes no symptoms at all (a “sub-clinical infection”).
How do I know if my pet has a tick-borne disease?
A blood test can be done to detect if your animal has been exposed to a tick carrying disease. These tests
can be done at our veterinary clinic and generally take a short time for results. The test can be done 2-3 weeks
after seeing a tick on your pet.
How do I prevent ticks and tick borne diseases?
-

Topical medications
Check your pet for ticks after it has been outside
Consider having your dog vaccinated for Lyme disease

We have many topical medications available. Remember to treat all your pets. Consult our staff on
which products would work best for you and your pet. Once you’ve treated your pet(s) initially, keep in mind
they will most likely become re-infested if left unprotected. So, continue to treat your pet(s) with the
recommended medication for best result

