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HOUSE TRAINING MADE “EASY”
Not every puppy comes home house-trained--don’t we wish they did?
As with any training, the key to house training is consistency with persistence.
Until your puppy is house trained, he or she should ALWAYS be in your sight. Literally having
your puppy tied to you with a lead can be very helpful. This keeps your puppy where it
needs to be all the time—CLOSE TO YOU. For those times when you can’t be closely
watching your puppy, place him or her in its crate. Crate training makes house training much
easier. As discussed in the handout on crate training, puppies usually do not want to use the
area where they sleep as a bathroom. Believe it or not, most of the time, you can
anticipate when your puppy will need to urinate or defecate.
In general, these are the times you can expect your puppy to have to go outside:
1- First thing in the morning, or anytime they are let out of the crate
2- Right after a meal
3- About a half hour after drinking water
4- Right before bedtime or anytime prior to going into the crate
5- Initially, or until about 10 to 12 weeks of age, you may need to take your puppy out
every 2 to 3 hours overnight until their bladder grows to a size that allows them to
“hold it”. Even though they don’t want to use their crate as a restroom, if left in a
crate for too long, your puppy will have no choice but to do so. Anticipate this.
To make these expected times work for you, it will be important to set up a schedule to
control when meals and water are available. Feed your puppy two or three times daily for
15 to 20 minutes per meal. Pull up any food left over. Allow water at a measured amount
several times per day. Also, withholding food or water after 6 or 7pm will help your puppy
not to have to go overnight as much. Amounts of food and water can be determined for you
by our staff and will change as your puppy grows.

When taking your puppy outside, always use a lead. Allow puppy to walk and sniff, but
discourage play until “the job is done”. At times, you may need to walk your puppy for as
long as it takes, which may mean over a half hour or so. Be persistent. If your puppy does
not go after a half hour, without saying a word, bring him back inside and immediately crate
him. (NOTE: You should never use your crate as a punishment tool, and here we are simply
taking advantage of the fact puppy doesn’t want to go while in it.) Wait 10 minutes and then
walk him outside again. Repeat this until he goes to the bathroom outdoors. This technique
reinforces the message to your puppy that playtime will only resume once they have
completed their business outside.

When your puppy goes to the bathroom outside, immediately give him praise, praise, and
more praise! You can use treats outside to give your positive reinforcement a little more
punch. If and when your puppy has an accident—and accidents will happen—reprimand ONLY
if you catch him in the act! It can be tempting, but reprimands have absolutely no value if
they occur after the fact; all it will accomplish is scaring and confusing your puppy. Also,
never strike or scream at your puppy. If you catch your puppy making an accident, all that is
necessary is to firmly grasp his scruff and say “NO”. This is no time to clean up the mess!
Immediately take puppy outside and WAIT until he finishes his business, which should always
be followed by plenty of praise!
House training isn’t always easy, but consistent and persistent use of these techniques should
help get you both in the right direction to a successfully house trained puppy. If we can be
of any assistance, please just ask!

